
 Hellifield Community Primary School Newsletter 

 

Dates for Diaries 2025/26 
(Please note: diary dates may change and 

dates will be added  during the academic 

year) 

Friday 3rd July  Class 1 Curriculum 

Assembly 

Friday 10th July  Oak Class  – Rivers 

Talk in school 

Monday 13th 

July  

Leavers Service  at St 

Aiden’s Church – 

2.30pm. All welcome  

Wednesday 15th 

July  

Moving up transition 

afternoon 

Thursday 16th 

July  

Celebration Assembly 

– 9am. All Welcome  

Thursday 16th 

July  

Y6 Leavers Party at 

Giggleswick Primary 

School – 6-8pm 

Friday 17th July  Leavers Lunch chosen 

by Y6  

Friday 17th July  Leavers Assembly, 

2.30pm. All welcome   

Friday 17th July School closes at 

3.30pm for summer 

holidays  

Monday 20th 

July  

Inset Day  

Monday 7th Sept 

and Tuesday 8th 

Sept  

Inset Days 

Wednesday  9th 

Sept  

School reopens for 

Autumn Term  

Monday 19th 

October  

Harvest Service at St 

Aiden’s Church - 

2.30pm. All welcome  

Friday 23rd  

October  

School Closes at 3.30 

pm for half term  

Monday 2nd 

November  

School reopens  

Thursday 12th 

November  

Individual school  

photos - more info to 

follow  

Friday 27th  

November  

Panto trip to Blackburn 

Empire  

June 2026 — Whole School Attendance 

  Hellifield Community Primary School:  

92.47% 

Welcome to our July Newsletter, which is the final one for this 
school year. It’s once again been a very busy month with trips 
and sporting activities. The last few weeks of term are primarily 
focused on our Year 6s, who will be leaving us soon and we 
have a special leavers service at St Aiden’s Church, our 
traditional Leavers Party and a Leavers Assembly on the final 
day of term. We’ll be sorry to see our five Year 6s go, but we 
know they are ready for the new challenges ahead and we wish 

them every success for the future in their new schools as they continue their 
educational journey. 

At the start of last week we had our end of year production, which this year was 
‘Olivia!’. For the first time we used the Victoria Hall, in Settle, to stage the production 
and we had fantastic audiences for both of the evening performances. As usual, we 
have been blown away by the creativity and enthusiasm of the Federation’s Year 4, 5 
and 6 children, and their enjoyment was a pleasure to see. Of course, it could not 
have been achieved without the dedication of our Class 3 teaching staff and our 
parents and carers, whose support is never under estimated.  

Thank you to our parents and carers for your continuous support and for joining us 
each week for our Celebration Assemblies. It is lovely to be able to share the 
children's’ successes and achievements each week with you. 

As well as being supported throughout the year by our teaching and support staff, we 
would also like to thank our Federation Board of Governors for everything they have 
done on a voluntary basis for the Federation over this academic year. 

We wish, staff, pupils, governors and volunteers a happy and safe holiday with your 
family and friends and we look forward to seeing you again in September. 

 

Big Bang Day:  

 

Our Yr 5 pupils spent an exciting 'Big Bang' Day at Settle College last month, along 

with other Yr 5 children from the Craven Cluster of schools.  

The day focused on science-based activities and the children had a great time getting 

hands-on with various scientific equipment and carrying out experiments!  

Our thanks go to the staff who accompanied the children to Settle College and the 

staff from Settle College and visiting STEM Ambassadors who ran the day. 

 

Attendance Certificates: Attendance printouts for all of the children will be sent 

home with their reports later this week. The printout will cover the period from 3rd 

September to 10th July. 

Children who have achieved 97% and 100% attendance between 3rd September and 

16th July will receive a certificate and these will be presented in their classes on 

Friday 17th July. The names of all of those children who have 97% attendance will be 

go into a hat and one name will be drawn at the Leavers Assembly on Friday. This 

lucky child will receive a £10 Amazon gift voucher. 



 

Ilkley Tennis: Despite rainy conditions our Year 3s from across the Federation enjoyed their trip to Ilkley Tennis and Squash 

Club. They had a 40 minute session with experienced coaches, and practiced a variety of skills training.  The children also had a 

guided tour or the courts. Although it was disappointing that the rain meant they were unable to see a match being played, hope-

fully their tennis taster session has given them an interest in Wimbledon and maybe take up tennis as a sport to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

Lower Winskill Trip 18th June 2026 : Acorn Class had a wonderful day at Lower Winskill Farm; finding and identifying wild 

flowers and tiny creatures, making art, enjoying a picnic lunch and rounding the day off with toasted marshmallows and popcorn 

from the campfire. Taking into account the warm weather, the children spent time doing activities in the farm's large barn and in 

the shade of the trees. They also enjoyed cooling off in a mist spray. Thank you to Wild Ingleborough for organising and running 

the trip, to our staff for accompanying the children and to Lower Winskill Farm for hosting us.  

  

 

 



Forest School Day 26th June 2026 : Out Reception and Year 1 children from across the Federation came together 

and had a lovely Forest School Day at Hellifield Community Primary School. They kept cool in the school's shaded 

wooded area and had a great time examining bugs and mini beasts, creating art works on canvas and playing in the 

mud kitchen and on the rope swing. The children enjoyed a picnic lunch and finished the day by toasting marshmal-

lows in the fire pit! Lots of lovely memories were made and thank you to our amazing staff who made it  possible. 

 

  

 

 

Mini Olympics: Our Years 1 and 2s joined others from the Craven Cluster of schools for an afternoon of 

sports at a Mini Olympics Event at Settle College. There were running, jumping and throwing events, as 

well as an obstacle course and sack, skipping and bean bag races. The children had a great time trying 

out the different events and learning new skills.  

Thank you to everyone who organised and ran the session.  

  



Speech and Language Information for Parents and Carers 

Under 6s advice service: For children under 6 years of age, a telephone appointment is available for 

parents to discuss their concerns about their child’s speech, language and communication development 

and to give guidance on whether further Speech and Language Therapy assessments are needed. No 

referral form is required for this service. 

Limited face-to-face appointments are available on request. Please telephone 01535 292821 and speak to the administration 

team to book an appointment. 

Early Identification Service: This service is for children under 3 years of age with the highest clinical support needs or with 

safeguarding needs. Referral is via health visiting teams. 

Community SALT service: Children under 6 years old will be seen for further assessment by this team following their telephone 

appointment. 

For children over 6 years, please complete a referral form and send to cdc.referrals@nhs.net. Health practitioners are able to 

refer electronically using SystmOne. Referrals are clinically triaged to ensure they meet the criteria or whether they are best as-

sessed by the CDC team or needs can be met by other services. 

School Sports Day: Despite having to postpone our Sports Day in June due to bad weather, we had a lovely afternoon on 2nd 

July and all of the children, including some of those from our Nursery, did their very best in the races. We had a great turnout 

from parents and families and the children really appreciated such a supportive crowd cheering them on. Thank you to  

Mrs Mercer for organising the afternoon and to all of the staff who made the event run so smoothly. 

 



Behaviour Policy and Behaviour Curriculum: This year, Mrs Maddocks and Miss Houghton, have been fortunate 

enough to take part in the RISE (Regional Improvement for Standards and Excellence) Attendance and Behaviour Hub 

Programme organised via the DfE.  This programme aims to: 

• support school leaders to reflect on current systems 

• share effective practice 

• implement changes 

As a consequence, they have spent time reflecting and updating our current behaviour policy, which was approved by the  

Federation Governing Board (FGB) at a meeting on 22nd June 2026.  Alongside, the policy we will be introducing a curriculum 

for behaviour.  We have been introducing aspects of the new curriculum during the last few weeks of term and the children and 

staff have responded brilliantly.   

In addition, the FGB also updated the following policies at the same meeting:  

• Managing Allegations and Low-Level Concerns 

• Bicycle and Scooter Policy 

• Debt Recovery Policy 

• Educational Visits Policy 

• Handwriting Policy  

These and all of the school’s policies are available on the Federation’s website. 

 

A huge thank you to the following staff who are leaving the Federation at the end of the school year : 

• Mrs Miller,(Giggleswick)   

• Mrs Dugdale, Miss Johnson (maternity cover) and Miss Preston (Hellifield) 

 

       We wish them luck and every happiness and success in the future.  

We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Mistry (Long Preston), Mrs Ewins (Hellifield), Mrs Charnley and Mrs Sarah Jane (SJ) 

Dugdale to the Federation in September. 

https://ribblesdalefed.n-yorks.sch.uk/policies/


Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator: Mrs Alison McGregor 

If you have any worries or concerns regarding your child having SEN or mental health issues and well being problems, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mrs McGregor, via the school office. All correspondence will be treated confidentially. 

The Ribblesdale Federation Governing Board  
 

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Catherine Maddocks 

Chair of the Governing Board: Mr Andrew Bradley  

Vice Chair of the Governing Board  

& EYFS Link Governor: Mrs Christine Padley  

Foundation Governor: Mrs Emmy Hodgson  

Parent Governor: Mrs Laura Boyd  

Parent Governor: Mrs Ruth Taylor  

Staff Governor: Mrs Paula Clay 

Co-opted Governor: Rev Stephen Dawson  

Local Authority & Safeguarding Link Governor: Mrs Helen Monks  

Health and Safety Link Governor: Mr Andrew Bradley 

Pupil and Staff Wellbeing: Mrs Laura Boyd  

 

Staffing: The Ribblesdale Federation of Schools—Hellifield Community Primary School 

 

SLT 

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Maddocks     

Assistant Head Teacher: Miss Houghton 

Federation  Business Manager: Mrs Middleton  

ACORN Class Teacher: Mrs Williams (supported by Mrs Rawsthorne & Mrs Dugdale)   

SAPLINGS Class Teacher: Mrs Shaw & Miss Johnson (supported by Mrs Fortune)  

OAK Teacher: Miss Sargison (supported by Mrs Dawson)  

SENCO: Mrs McGregor  
 

School Administrator: Mrs Middleton / Ms Morton 

School I.C.T Technician: Mr Freytag  

School Cook:  Mark  Bancroft 

Site Supervisor : Mr Atkinson  

Safeguarding information: Hellifield Community Primary School 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Catherine Maddocks, Executive Headteacher  Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads:  Miss Rachel Houghton, Miss Laura Sargison, Mrs Rebecca Shaw and Mrs Alison McGregor. 

The Ribblesdale Federation is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all of the children who attend our three 

schools. 

You can follow the school on social media via our Facebook page, where we regularly post information about what is happening 

in school. There is lots of information available on the Federation's website, which also has details specific for Hellifield  

Community Primary School. Please help our followers to grow! Thank you for your continuing support from all the team at  

Hellifield Community Primary School, part of The Ribblesdale Federation of Schools. 

https://ribblesdalefed.n-yorks.sch.uk/







































